
Lindbergh PTO Minutes 
Thursday, January 10, 2019 

 
The January PTO meeting was held in the library at Lindbergh Middle School.   PTO President, Sarah Oakford, 
called the meeting to order at 5:33 PM.   
 
President’s Presentation – Sarah Oakford 
 

• There is currently $9,000 in the PTO bank account.  The PTO also has upcoming expenses that we need 
to cover.     
 

• With the upcoming expenses in mind, Sarah has set up a spring fundraiser to help cover these costs. 
We will be doing the Mixed Bags sale again this year.  The PTO did this fundraiser last year, and we 
made 40% from each sale.  Sarah decided to again pay ($200) to have the company organize the 
fundraiser.  This made things really easy to run last year.  She will set it up so that we receive our 
orders by April 10th.  This means we’ll probably have the students sell between February 22nd and 
March 8th. 
 

• Sarah also had another idea regarding the Mixed Bags sale.  The 8th graders will be taking their annual 
class trip soon, and Sarah suggested using this fundraiser as a way for them to help pay for their trip.  
This will also help the PTO increase sales.  Right now, the PTO pays for the bus transportation costs for 
the class trip and the students pay for their admission ticket.  We could say that if they sell $100 worth 
of Mixed Bag items, they’ll only have to pay $40 for their class trip ticket (which is half the actual cost).  
The PTO will also make $40 off of a $100 sale.  This is a great way for the 8th graders to have some 
ownership of the trip.  Also, if a student choses not to sell any items, that is OK.  They will just have to 
pay full price for their ticket.   

 
Principal’s Presentation – Mrs. Malahy 
 

• As part of the new support and accountability system that launched this year, Illinois has a new way of 
rating schools based on their performance and growth. Each school receives a rating of either 
exemplary, commendable, under-performing, or lowest performing.  The top 10% of schools are 
designated as exemplary.  Lindbergh is considered commendable and is really doing a great job.  One 
of the ways Lindbergh can improve is by watching its chronic absences of students—which is already 
being done.     
 

• The Peoria Public Schools District has been starting to implement online components to education 
through their Online Academy.  Lindbergh has been able to pilot these with students who are 
interested in taking more classes in Algebra, Geometry and Spanish.  Those students enrolled online 
will receive credit for completing the courses the same as those students enrolled in traditional 
classes.  This will help students wishing to enroll in higher level math in high school.  It also helps 
students who have been sick or absent to catch up on coursework.  
 

• The participation rate for the 5 essentials survey that was sent out to parents is currently about 48%.  
We would love to get up to 100% participation, but this is a solid number and one of the highest in the 
district at this time. 
 

• The “Leader in Me” program is still going strong and everything is progressing nicely. 
   



 
Open Issues  
 

• Restaurant Nights: Sarah is not sure on how much Lindbergh made off of the “Prep, Freeze, Cook” 
restaurant night that was held before winter break but will find out and report back.  She would also 
like to setup a trivia night at Fox Pub on a Wednesday in February.  She will report back with more 
information.  In addition, we will check into scheduling a Flat Top Grill restaurant night sometime in 
March and possibly one at Pizza Ranch. 
 

• How’s the teacher’s lounge refrigerator doing?  Mrs. Malahy purchased a new refrigerator on Black 
Friday so it is doing great! 
 

New Business  
 

• Volunteers: Sarah needs some volunteers for upcoming events.   
 

o One thing that she needs volunteers for is the monthly snacks for Lindbergh staff.  There were 
some volunteers during the meeting, but if anyone else would like to purchase and donate a 
snack for the Lindbergh staff, please contact Sarah Oakford for more details.  The snack can be 
anything you’d like and can be donated anytime during the month you chose by dropping it off 
in the teacher’s lounge at school.   
 

o We are also in need of a volunteer to head up the food to serve to staff for the parent-teacher 
conferences in March.  The PTO will provide on March 27th and 28th.  Mindy Barksdale and 
Stephanie Parks volunteered to help with this.  Mindy will send out a sign-up genius about two 
weeks ahead of time so that parents can volunteer to donate food for a potluck style dinner.  
Stephanie will help setup and Mindy will be there to serve the food once she is done with 
work.   

 

• Drama Club: Parent, Katie Jones, told the PTO about an exciting opportunity for Lindbergh students.  
Her neighborhood has a drama club that puts on a performance at the end of every summer.  It is 
called “Hawley Hills Drama Club”, and they are looking to recruit interested students and parents to 
help out this year.  In the past it has been led by a group of high school students, but they have since 
graduated.  This year the drama club will perform “The Sound of Music”.  Auditions will be held in April 
and practices during the summer. Katie needs five parents to facilitate the needs for this play.  Since 
Lindbergh currently doesn’t have a drama club, she is hoping to find some interested students and 
parents to become involved in the Hawley Hills Drama Club.  Please contact Katie Jones at 
katiejoneslcsw@gmail.com if you are interested in helping.   
 

• Should we change PTO meeting day?  Sarah is wondering if the PTO should meet on a different day.  
In the past, the PTO has met in the mornings and after school.  However, these times haven’t seemed 
to work very well for many parents.  There was a suggestion to include a Facebook Live video during 
the meetings for all the parents to watch who are not able to attend.  Kellar Primary School has done 
this this school year and has had good results.  Sarah will look into this idea.  
 

• 8th Grade Field Day: Next meeting, we need to make some decisions about the 8th Grade Field Day and 
Celebration.  Do we want to continue to provide Kona Ice? It is $3 per kid, which is a little expensive, 
but the students really like it. Perhaps we can have smaller sizes, which would cost less. 
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• Retirement: There might be two teachers retiring this year.  Sarah will provide an update on this next 
meeting. 
 

• Teacher Reimbursement: Each year the teachers are provided with $100 for classroom supplies from 
the PTO, but they need to request this amount or provide receipts in order to get the funds.  So far this 
year, Sarah has not gotten many request or receipts from any of the teachers.  She will keep us 
updated if she receives anything. 
 

• Snowball?  Will we be doing Snowball for the 5th and 6th graders this year?  Mrs. Malahy thought that 
teachers might be linking the SIP day, January 30th, (which is usually the day that Snowball is scheduled 
on) to the PBIS incentives.  Stephanie Parks indicated that she would help out with this event if 
needed.   
 

• Reminder: There is a Facebook Live video of the announcements available on the Lindbergh Middle 
School Facebook page each school day.  Please watch! 

 
 
Thank you to all who were in attendance.  The meeting was adjourned at 6:32 PM.   


